CANTATA SINGERS OF OTTAWA (CSO):
ORGANIZATIONAL PROFILE  (October 2006)
MANDATE (As set out in Constitution) 

· To recruit develop and maintain a choir of the best possible standard to present public performances of choral music;

· To promote the advancement of choral music;

· To generally take steps to encourage music of excellence, with particular regard to Canadian talent, and to accept donations, gifts, legacies and bequests for the purpose of the aforesaid objectives.

ARTISTIC VISION
· Believe in choral music and singing as the most direct, the most accessible, the most educational and the most personal art form
· Perform substantial choral works with the best intention and expertise
· Pay tribute to history and all cultures, races, and beliefs when selecting and programming music
· Promote Canadian choral music and Canadian choirs at home and abroad1
· Foster relationships with established and young composers, hopefully resulting in the creation of new choral masterworks1
· Collaborate with musicians from the classical field as well as with folk and jazz musicians1
· Be leaders in choral education, i.e., to provide courses for promising young conductors, the leaders of tomorrow
· Provide a challenging, energizing and spiritually fulfilling experience for the singers
· Constantly renew itself, its artistic merits and its financial resources
· Improve and to raise the level of choral singing in the Capital of Canada

· Create a financial backbone that allows it to invite prominent artists of today and to secure a place on the stage for young singers

The vision is pursued through CSO choral concert series and with the National Arts Centre Orchestra.  The Cantata Singers of Ottawa presents music from around the world, both classical and contemporary.

ARTISTIC POLICY/FRAMEWORK
· Commitment to Canadian repertoire and commissioning new works (Over the last ten years, the choir has performed over 80 works by close to 40 Canadian composers. See Annex1 ) 
· Policy of engaging Canadian vocal soloists and instrumentalists1
· Commitment to provide vocal development opportunities for choristers 

PROVINCIAL/NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL ROLE 
· plays a national role through its regular engagements with the National Arts Centre Orchestra (often broadcast nationally) 

· is proud to have represented the City, the province and the country through extensive tours elsewhere in Canada (S. Manitoba, Maritimes, S. Ontario) and abroad: Netherlands (1988); Hong Kong and Taiwan (1994) Austria and Hungary (1998); Italy (2001).
CONTRIBUTION TO OTTAWA –CARLETON COMMUNITY 
The OCS successfully exploits its niche as Ottawa’s most versatile choir by: 

· presenting its own annual subscription series of 3 concerts as the core of a typically 44 week season with 70 rehearsals and 11 performances
· regularly appearing with the National Arts Centre Orchestra
· making frequent guest appearances at the Outaouais Festival of Sacred Music and at special functions and occasions in the National Capital Region: federal, municipal and other sponsored events 
· performing repertoire ranging from Baroque and Classical to Contemporary; from a cappella to symphonic 

The CSO enriches the cultural life of the Ottawa-Carleton region of Ontario: 
· Regular subscription concerts are held in Ottawa and we frequently present concerts in the surrounding area. As of this season, the choir has adopted the practice of performing at least one of the concerts in its concert series outside Ottawa, something it now considers part of its regular performance schedule.
· To the extent possible, we nurture the careers of local soloists, musicians and composers
· For its series concerts the choir frequently hires local vocal and instrumental soloists, instrumental ensembles and collaborates with other musical groups in performance1.

· The Cantata singers have joined the Ottawa Choral Society in their New Discoveries Program: a juried audition process that provides the opportunity to “discover” and subsequently engage, young Canadian leadings soloists of the future.  
· Vocal workshops enrich the cultural life of the community by enhancing the skills of local singers.
· We provide a platform for young choristers emerging from the Region’s very fine youth choirs through the opportunity to participate in joint concerts and become regular members.
· As well as collaborating artistically, we partner in information, advertising and fund-raising opportunities with other community-based groups such as the Ottawa Choral Society, Thirteen Strings, and Ottawa Regional Youth Choir1.
ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE
The choir is run by a working board consisting of a president, secretary, treasurer, and up to six members at large, with a minimum board size of six members.  By the choir's by-laws, all members of the board must be active members (singers) in the choir.  The board members are selected annually by the choir members.

The music director, the sole permanent employee of the choir, (1) is an ex-officio member of the board, (2) reports to the board as a whole, and (3) is responsible for all musical aspects of the choir and the selection of the choir members.  (Choir members are auditioned.)

The board is responsible for the administration of the choir.  Much of the work is done by the board members, with the remainder delegated to choir members who are not board members.  All committees have at least one member of the board involved with the committee, but this member is not necessarily the head of the committee.  The president is automatically an ex-officio member of all committees.

The president is responsible for ensuring the overall proper functioning of the administration of the choir and is the external administrative representative of the choir.  The secretary is responsible for maintaining meeting minutes and some communications.  The treasurer is responsible for maintaining the choir's books and for the budget.  The duties of the members at large are chosen by the board.
HIRINGS AND COLLABORATIONS
Over the past ten seasons, the choir has hired, among others, the following soloists to perform at its self-produced concerts: Irena Welhasch-Baerg, Stéphane Lemelin, Joanna G'froerer, Fréderic Lacroix, Sandra Graham, Pascal Charbonneau, Shannon Mercer, Bryan Estabrooks, Daniel Taylor, Elizabeth Turnbull, and Maria Knapik.  It has hired the following instrumental and choral ensembles: Thirteen Strings, Ontario Regional Youth Choir, Central Chidren's Choir of Ottawa, Rideau Lakes Brass Quintet, ensembles of clause "A" instrumentalists, and an ensemble of Latin American instrumentalists based in Ottawa.  It has hired guest conductors including Robert Cooper, Lydia Adams, and Gerald Wirth.  The choir has been hired numerous times by the National Arts Centre Orchestra and the Outaouais Festival of Sacred Music.  It has participated in concerts to benefit the New York World Trade Centre Relief Fund and WaterCan.  The choir has commissioned works by the composers Joanna Estelle, John Gordon Armstrong, and Eleanor Daley.
HISTORY 

1964 – 1987 
The Cantata Singers of Ottawa was formed as a sixteen voice a cappella choir in 1964. In 1965 Brian Law was appointed Music Director, a post he held until 1987.  He expanded the choir to approximately 40 voices and during his tenure the choir flourished, the repertoire expanded, musical standards rose and the choir developed the tone, sensitive phrasing and dynamics which established its reputation.  Mr. Law’s  energy, enthusiasm and high musical standards secured many opportunities for the choir to sing with other groups both choral and instrumental such as the Ottawa Choral Society, Ottawa Symphony Orchestra and the chamber group Thirteen Strings.
 During this time the choir developed an annual series of three concerts per year and established itself as a mainstay of choral activities at the National Arts Centre, singing a broad spectrum of music from renaissance to contemporary and from small to very large scale works.  It sang under the direction of NAC music directors Mario Bernardi, Franco Mannino and Gabriel Chmura and many visiting conductors such as Helmut Rilling, Eduardo Mata, Franz-Paul Decker and Zdenek Macal.   Some concert highlights during Mr. Law’s tenure include:  a programme of Bach motets with the renowned Bach interpreter Karl Richter (1972); A Child of our Time under the direction of the composer Michael Tippett (1972); Gluck’s Orfeo at Carnegie Hall with the National Arts Centre Orchestra (1980); Messiah (one of many performances of this work) with Trevor Pinnock (1986) and several Broadway “pops” concerts under the baton of Erich Kunzel.

The choir also undertook several tours to the Maritimes and southern Ontario and recorded programmes for both CBC Radio and Radio Canada.  

1988 – 2004
In January 1987, the choir welcomed Lawrence Ewashko as its new Music Director.  Mr. Ewashko studied at the Hochschule für Musik in Vienna and came to the Cantata Singers directly from a position of conductor of the Vienna Boys Choir.  As well as his conducting skills, he brought to the position a new perspective and sense of style.   Being a singer himself, he was an excellent vocal coach for the choristers and developed in the choir a pureness of vocal sound that marked his tenure.   He also introduced new repertoire to the choir including the music of the Ukraine and Russia.
Under Mr. Ewasko’s leadership the choir continued to present its own season of concerts and to perform regularly at the National Arts Centre, where performances were made under the direction of NACO music directors Trevor Pinnock and Pinchas Zuckerman as well as guest conductors such as Bernard Labadie, Jack Everly, Mario Bernardi, Franz-Paul Decker and, Duain Wolfe.   Notable presentations included Rachmaninoff’s Vespers under the direction of Mr. Ewashko (1996) – later converted to a CD – see below;  Haydn’s Creation under Helmut Rilling (2004); and Carmina Burana with the Winnipeg Ballet under the direction of Earl Stafford (2005).
A tour to S. Manitoba was made in 1991 and several international tours were undertaken.  In 1988, the Cantata Singers of Ottawa represented the City of Ottawa in a cultural exchange with The Hague, The Netherlands. The summer of 1994 saw the choir in Hong Kong and Taiwan. In June, 1998, the choir toured Austria and Hungary, performing in Innsbruck, Salzburg, Graz, Budapest and Vienna.  Most recently, in June, 2001, the choir toured Italy, participating in the Third International Festival of Choirs in Siena and performing in Perugia and Rome.

The period under the baton of Mr. Ewashko saw the choir release three CDs: 

Here we are in Bethlehem - a compilation of less well-known Christmas songs and carols (1991); Songs of Inspiration—A Feast of Canadian Choral Music (2005); and
Rachmaninoff's Vespers (All Night Vigil) (2005).  In 1998, the choir united with the NAC Orchestra under Mario Bernardi to record Shattered Night Shivering Stars, a CD of music of Canadian composer Alexina Louie that won a Juno Award in March 2000.  The choir also recorded programmes for CBC Radio, CBC Television and Radio Canada, and won top honours in the CBC Radio competition for amateur choirs (1990).
2005 - present
The choir appointed Michael Zaugg as its new Music Director in 2005.  He holds master’s degrees in choral conducting, voice, and music education from the Musikhochschule of Basel, teaching diplomas in both primary and secondary education, and undertook post-graduate studies in Program for Professional Choral Conductors at the Royal College of Music in Stockholm, Sweden. He has extensive experience working with choirs and has performed as tenor soloist throughout Europe and Asia.
Mr. Zaugg has injected a new enthusiasm and vision into the choir’s activities and instilled a greater ambition for continued growth both in performance and in repertoire.  He has also continued the work of Mr. Ewashko in insisting on excellent vocal technique, blend and precision.
In his first season of four concerts, Mr. Zaugg’s programming showcased a great variety of music including: Rachmaninoff Vespers; a concert of settings of psalms ranging in style  from baroque to more contemporary composers such as Cyrillus Kreek; a concert of lighter music, jazz and swing included works by Nils Lindberg, George Shearing and Erskin Hawkins; and Canadian Soundscapes, a concert of Canadian music featuring works by R. Murray Schafer, Harry Freedman and Stephan Chatman, local young fiddlers and an Inuit drum and dance group. 
This season sees the choir performing at the National Arts Centre in Zoltán Kodály's Psalmus Hungaricus, Handel’s Messiah and Verdi’s Requiem.  In its own series the choir will perform a Christmas concert of music from South America; and a concert of meditation and praise including works by J.S, Bach, Arvo Pärt, Kurt Sander and Peteris Plakidis.  Also, continuing a theme of producing “soundscapes” from various parts of the world, a concert of music from the alpine region of Europe, in conjunction with the Montagna Singers (the Ottawa Valley Swiss choir). 
ANNEX 1
Canadian Works Performed by the Cantata Singers of Ottawa: 1995– 2006 

*  commissioned work
1  arranger
	Composer
	Work
	Date Performed

	Adams L.1
	We Rise Again (Dubinsky L.)
	2002

	Anderson R.
	Psalm 100
	2003, 2004, 2006

	Armstrong J.
	O God*
	2000

	Barron J.1
	Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen
	2001

	Beckwith J. 1
	Farewell to Nova Scotia 
	2000

	Bissell K. 1
	Adieu de la mariée à ses parents (Metis Song)
	2002

	Cabena B.
	Prayer of St. Francis
	1996

	Cable H. 1
	Un Canadien Errant (Fr Can Folksong) 
	2000,2002



	Catell M. 1
	Folksongs


The swallow


I’s the b’y
	

	Cattell M.
	Hills of the North
	1996, 1998

	Cattell M.
	Water
	2002

	Cattell M.
	Two Songs for Mary:


The Rose


Our Lady
	2003

	Cattell M.
	A bunch of nonsense*
Sing a song of sixpence
The owl and the pussycat
Doctor Foster
Rock-a-bye baby
There was an old woman
Hey diddle diddle
	2004, 2005

	Catell M.
	Lady John Scott 
	2000

	Catell M. 1
	O Great spirit (Zimbabwean folksong) 
	2002

	Catell M. 1.
	Loch Lomond
	2002

	Chatman S.
	Due West/Due North
	2006

	Daley, E.
	Angeles ad Virginum
	1998

	Daley, E.
	Gabriel’s Message
	1998, 2001

	Daley E.
	Requiem
	1999

	Daley E.
	Veni Creator Spiritus*
	2004

	Daunais L.
	Le Pont Mirabeau
	1996, 1998, 2003

	Daunais L.
	Monsieur Noé
	1996, 2003

	Daunais L.
	Depuis l’aurore du jour
	1996

	Daunais L.
	La carpe
	1996, 1998, 2003

	Daunais L.
	Le merle
	1996, 1998

	Eaton T. 1
	Trios chansons canadiennes
	1999

	Estelle J arr J Armstrong
	The Water Canticle
	2000

	Estelle J. arr J Armstrong
	Child of the Manger
	2003

	Estelle J.
	I am my Home
	2002

	Ewashko L.1
	Leise rieselt der Schnee
	1999

	Ewashko L. 1
	Andachtsjodler
	1999

	Forsyth M.
	The Sea
	2006

	Freedman H.
	Keewaydin
	2006

	Glick S. I.
	May the Lord Bless Thee and Keep Thee
	1996, 2003

	Halley P.
	A Song for Canada
	2002

	Halley P.
	Love Songs for Springtime:

 I. The Maypole
 II. The Despairing Lover
 III. Soldier, Won't You Marry Me?
 V. The Seeds of Love
 VI. Lover's Arithmetic
	2003

	Hartney M.1
	Je suis l’archange
	1999

	Hartney M.1
	En cette nuit
	1999

	Hartney M.1
	D’ou viens tu bergère
	1999

	Hatfield S.
	One Drop
	2002

	Hatfield S.
	Las Amarillas
	2005

	Hatfield S.
	Don’t Bend Down
	2005

	Hatfield S. 1
	Jabula Jesu (Zulu folksong)
	2002

	Healey D. 1
	Danse, mon moin’, danse (Fr Can Folksong)
	2002

	Jean de Brebeuf arr. Anderson R.
	The Huron Carol
	1999, 2001

	Kates M.
	Water Source of Life
	2000

	Larkin M.
	Prayer
	1999

	Lesley K. arr Calvert S.
	Cape Breton Lullaby
	2002

	MacGillivray A
	Away from the roll of the Sea
	2002, 2003

	MacGillivray A
	Song for the Mira
	2002

	McIntyre D.L.
	Ecclesiastes I
	1996, 1999

	McIntyre D.L.
	The Beatitudes
	1996

	McIntyre D.L.
	Songs of Mechthild von Magdeburg
	1997

	McIntyre D.L.
	Sonnets from the Nursery 
	1998

	McIntyre D.L.
	Four Poems by Robert Herrick
The Wounded Cupid
The Willow Garland
The Showre of Roses
To Musick
	2003

	Patriquin D. 1
	Un canadien errant
	2003

	Patriquin D. 1
	Les Raftsmen
	2003

	Raminsh I.
	Ave Maria
	2003

	Raminsh I.
	Ave Verum Corpus
	1998, 2001

	Robinovitch S
	Two Inuit Songs
	1996

	Reeves K.
	The destruction of Sennacherib
	1996

	Schafer M.
	Epitaph for Moonlight
	1998

	Schafer M.
	Miniwanka
	1998, 1999, 2000, 2001

	Schafer M.
	Magic Songs

1. Chant to Bring Back the Wolf

2. Chant to Make the Fences Fall Down

4. Chant for Clear Water

7. Chant to Make Bears Dance

8. Chant to Make the Stones Sing
	2006

	Sirett M.
	The Fields of Athenry
	2003

	Somers H.
	God Bless the Master
	1999

	Somers H.
	Songs from the Newfoundland Outports:


Feller from Fortune
	2000

	Watson-Henderson R.
	Four Ontario Folk Songs
	1996

	Watson-Henderson R.
	Missa Brevis
	1999

	Watson-Henderson R.
	Three Songs About Love

Awake, My Heart
The Passionate Shepherd to His Love
The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd
	2003

	Watson-Henderson R.
	Les raftsmen (Fr Can Folksong)
	2000, 2002

	Willan H.
	Te Deum
	1997

	Willan H.
	An Apostrophe to the Heavenly Host
	1997

	Willan H.
	Gloria Deo per Immensa Saecula
	1997, 1998, 2003

	Willan H.
	Hodie Christus Natus Est
	1996, 1999, 2001

	Willan H.
	Rise up my Love
	1996, 1998, 2001

	Worthington T.
	Alberta Cowboy Songs:

Blood on the saddle

Flunky Jim

Soldier’s cry

The Alberta Homestead
	2006

	Zwozdesky W.1
	Wood River (Connie Kaldor)
	2002, 2003

	
	
	

	
	
	


Approximately 40 Canadian composers and 80 Canadian works (includes arrangements)
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