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BY RICHARDTODD

Rachmaninov’s Vespers, or All-
Night Vigil as it is alternately
called, has become almost a sig-
nature piece for the Cantata
Singers since they first presented
it about a decade ago.

Their performance of it last
night at St. Francis of Assisi
Church, one of the headline
events in this year’s Outaouais

CONCERT REVIEW

 Feeling of greatness lingers after Vespers -

Sacred Music Festival, was con-
ducted by their new music direc-
tor, Michael Zaugg.

. There were certainly problems

“in the generally strong perfor-

mance, most notably ‘a heart-
breaking false start to the last
movement.

Ensemble was generally good,
but there were a number of
slightly ragged entries by the fe-
male voices.

The tuning was often ad-
mirable, but there were more
than a few instances when it was
undermined by weak sectional
intonation.

But if all this sounds like faint
praise, here’s the other side of the
story: The Vespers involves an
hour of unaccompanied singing,
sometimes in as many as 10 parts
with few breaks of any kind.

Moreover, the exotic modal

tonalities of the piece are exceed-
ingly challenging for anyone not
steeped in the tradition of Rtlss—
ian church music (and no plqmc
for those who are).

There was real beauty in'the
rendition and much excitemznt;
This work is widely regarded as
the finest ever written on a Russ-
ian liturgical text and whenthe
singing was over last night, Jle
feeling of greatness lingered. |
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